
 DVUSD Grade 3-5 Narrative Rubric  
Adapted from Smarter Balanced 

 4 3 2 1  The organization of the narrative, 
real or imagined, is adequately 
sustained and the focus is 
adequate and generally 
maintained:  
 
• An evident plot helps to create a 
sense of unity and completeness, 
though there may be minor flaws 
and some ideas may be loosely 
connected  
• Adequately establishes a setting 
and narrator/characters  
• Adequate use of a variety of 
transitional strategies to clarify 
the relationships between and 
among ideas  
• Adequate sequence of events 
from beginning to end  
• Adequate opening and closure 
for audience and purpose  

The organization of the narrative, 
real or imagined, is somewhat 
sustained and may have an 
uneven focus:  
 
• There may be an inconsistent 
plot, and / or flaws may be 
evident  
• Unevenly or minimally 
establishes a setting and 
narrator/characters  
• Uneven use of appropriate 
transitional strategies and/or little 
variety  
• 



 
 


